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THE PRESIDENT:
Thank you very much. Henry Kissinger has been a friend of mine.
I've liked him, I've respected him. But we've been friends for a long time,
long before my emergence in the world of politics, which has not been too long.
But we have been really in, I guess you'd say, the New York scene a little bit
-- but we got to know each other very well. He's a man I have great, great respect for.
He's also somebody -- usually I say, "Have you ever been in the Oval Office?"
And with Henry Kissinger, I didn't bother asking that question
because he has been in this office many, many times.
But it's an honor to have Dr. Kissinger with us, a man of immense talent,
and experience, and knowledge. And I'm going to talk to him for a while,
and we're going to learn a lot. But I can say from a world standpoint and with
many of the countries that Henry and I would talk about before the election
-- because I would talk with Henry before the election -we've made a lot of progress with many of them. We have some outstanding,
and we'll handle that as we have to handle it.
But we've made a lot of progress in the Middle East with ISIS
and so many other things. It's a much calmer place.
But, Henry, I say often, I inherited a mess, but we're fixing it.
So you may want to say something.
And thank you for being here, Henry. Thank you very much.
DR. KISSINGER:
Mr. President, I didn't expect this opportunity.
It's always a great honor to be in this office,
and I'm here at a moment when the opportunity
to build a constructive, peaceful world order is very great.
And the President is leaving on a trip to Asia,
which I think will make a big contribution to progress and peace and prosperity.
Thank you for inviting me.
THE PRESIDENT:
Thank you very much, Henry. I appreciate it.

The United States has announced that it will
withdraw from the United Nations Scientific
and Cultural Organization (UNESCO),
accusing the UN's cultural organization of
"anti-Israel bias."
US State Department spokeswoman Heather
Nauert said in a statement on Thursday that
Washington would establish an "observer
mission" to replace its representation at the
Paris-based agency.
UNESCO, which has 195 member states, is
known for designating world heritage sites such
as Syria's Palmyra, the Grand Canyon in the
US state of Arizona and 22 sites in Iran.
The head of UNESCO Irina Bokova voiced
"profound regret" over the US decision,
calling it a "loss to multilateralism."
The US also withdrew from the organization in
1984 during the administration of former US
President Ronald Regan, claiming it was biased
in favor of the former Soviet Union.
Former US President George W. Bush rejoined
UNESCO in 2002. The US stopped funding the
body in 2011, after the organization accepted
Palestine as a member.
US President Donald Trump is also reportedly
considering withdrawing the United States from
the Geneva-based UN Human Rights Council
(UNHRC), which his administration accuses of
being biased against Israel.
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In brief, the U.S. policy goal must be unapologetically twofold:
to perpetuate America's own dominant position for at least a generation
and preferably longer still; and to create a geopolitical framework that can
absorb the inevitable shocks and strains of social-political change while
evolving into the geopolitical core of shared responsibility for peaceful
global management. A prolonged phase of gradually expanding
cooperation with key Eurasian partners, both stimulated and arbitrated by
America, can also help to foster the preconditions for an eventual
upgrading of the existing and increasingly antiquated UN structures.
A new distribution of responsibilities and privileges can then take into account the changed realities of global power, so drastically different
from those of 1945.
These efforts will have the added historical advantage of benefiting
from the new web of global linkages that is growing exponentially outside
the more traditional nation-state system. That web—woven by multinational
corporations, NGOs (nongovernmental organizations, with many of them
transnational in character) and scientific communities and reinforced by
the Internet—already creates an informal global system that is inherently
congenial to more institutionalized and inclusive global cooperation.
In the course of the next several decades, a functioning structure of

global cooperation, based on geopolitical realities, could thus emerge
and gradually assume the mantle of the world's current "regent," which
has for the time being assumed the burden of responsibility for world
stability and peace. Geostrategic success in that cause would
represent a fitting legacy of America's role as the first, only,
and last truly global superpower.

